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Introduction



Project Overview

Project Initiation

The Lenox-Stockbridge-Tanglewood Pedestrian & Bicycle Circulation Study was
initiated by the towns of Lenox and Stockbridge to enhance walking and biking
connections between the numerous arts, music and cultural institutions located in
the Lenox — Stockbridge project area. The Berkshire Regional Planning
Commission (BRPC) funded and supported the study and partnered with BETA
Group, Inc. as the primary study consultant.

Project Goals

* Improve bicycle and pedestrian access within the project area — make getting
around safer and more fun.

* Recognize the area’s significance as a cultural hub — brand connections linking
the institutions in the area.
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Key Study Roadways
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Project Process

April September
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Existing Conditions Inventory



Key Roadways
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Key Roadways

West Street

West Street (State Route 183) connects Lenox town center west towards
Tanglewood in Stockbridge. It provides access to several key destinations
including Tanglewood, Morris Elementary School, and BU Tanglewood
Institute. It is under town jurisdiction and changes classification from a minor
arterial in Lenox to a collector in Stockbridge. The road has one lane in each
direction with a shoulder of varying width. For most of the roadway, there is a
asphalt sidewalk on the south side of the road with a grass buffer of varying
width. To the west, State Route 83 continues as Interlaken Road after the
intersection with Richmond Mountain Road. Several neighborhood roads
connect into West Street with stop control. The West Street approach is stop-
controlled at the eastern intersection with Old Stockbridge Road.

Interlaken Road

Interlaken Road (State Route 183) connects from West Street to the
southwest, where it eventually connects to Route 102 in Stockbridge. In the
project area, Interlaken Road provides access to Kripalu Center, Berkshire
Country Day School, Gould Meadows and the public boat ramp on the
Stockbridge Bowl. It is classified as a collector roadway and is under town
jurisdiction. The road has one lane in each direction with a shoulder of
varying width. No pedestrian or bicycle accommodation is on the roadway.

Hawthorne Road

Hawthorne Road connects from Interlaken Road south to the causeway by
the Stockbridge Bowl where it connects with Mahkeenac Lake Road. In the
project area, it provides access to Tanglewood'’s Lion’s Gate entrance,
parking areas and Linde Center for Music and Learning, the White Pines
Condominiums and Camp Mah-kee-nac. It is classified as a collector roadway
and is under town jurisdiction. The road has one lane in each direction. No
pedestrian or bicycle accommodation is on the roadway besides two
crosswalks connecting from Tanglewood parking to the Lion’s gate entrance
to Tanglewood. Hawthorne Road is designated as a scenic roadway.




Key Roadways (Continued)

Hawthorne Street

Hawthorne Street connects from Hawthorne Road to Old Stockbridge Road.
It provides access to Tanglewood Drive and the Frelinghuysen Morris House
& Studio, as well as homes and tourist accommodation. The road is classified
as a collector roadway and is under town jurisdiction. It has one lane in each
direction with a shoulder of varying width. The road crosses over several
streams and has culverts. No pedestrian or bicycle accommodation is on the
roadway. The Hawthorne Street approach is stop controlled at the
intersection with Old Stockbridge Road and with Hawthorne Road.

Old Stockbridge Road

Old Stockbridge Road connects from Lenox town center to the north to
Route 7 to the north. In the project area, the road provides access to
Shakespeare & Company, EIm Court and homes. The road is classified as a
collector road north of Hawthorne Street and a local roadway south of
Hawthorne Street. It is under town jurisdiction. The road has one lane in each
direction with a shoulder of varying width. An asphalt sidewalk is provided
on the west side of the road on the segment between Hawthorne Street and
Lenox Center. The Old Stockbridge Road approach is stop-controlled at the
intersection with West Street.
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Roadway Jurisdiction
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Scenic Roadways
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The Stockbridge town bylaws designates Hawthorne Road as a scenic
roadway, in accordance with the M.G.L. c.40, section 15C. This means no
repairs or maintenance can impact trees or stone walls without written consent

of the Planning Board.
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Existing Sidewalks, Crosswalks and Trails -
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Within Tanglewood

(Private trails with some public walking access

A
WTHOR
N g

GIFT SHOP Il @i
Highwood V > 3

% Gate 4.
& TENT
a CLUB
APPLE TREE Weber m
LoT Gate 3 \7) | Tanglewood
oT @ 3 Cafeteria
BACHRACH 'ED)
& LoT
P
g
& 0
- G&m?y @ Koussevitzky i
s STUD,O, : Music Shed ! O
o
2 STUDIO E 6- ‘ bichs
o < Gate
VOLPE \m
o FAMILY ,
» STUDIO Q “~ SHED LIONS GATE
w ; SNACK Lot
<  HICKORY LOT Linde Cen.ter @ ‘/ BAR
™ (RESERVED) for Music ]
and Learning . @
\ ; Round ¥ CB
Ozawa m House CHAIR
@ 0ZAWA Hall B Gale
SNACK CINDY’s CAFE B )
BAR appan
Gate PR QCCESSIBLY @ 0 4?/Manor House
‘@_/ CARRIAGE M- Lot " |
: OLSk i Pl ¢ o |
OZAWA HALL = s WELCOME @ GIFTSHOP snack BAR L%
BOX OFFICE - |§|Exh||>Ts‘>Evva\hr:“l'))ow Main CHAMBER
. ¢ i FR ) ;".;
Bernstein ¥ - ke Gate At'llJ-\Sl;.ILC Y —
Gate p e s MAIN GATE BENCH
EIRRA R = BOX OFFICE —rl
o m@ im KOUSSEVITZKY _ * ‘Formal™
[ ] - SCULPTURE N m GardensL:
ORTNER { : ] Highwood ‘o BUS LOT N THEATRE - ;
m?SZL:VLS)T) STUDIO o \j Manor House > Taste of — ‘ v .
L S I the Berkshires "\{ { Fent B
Maple > / 0
Gate FORMAL 3 '
GARDENS
WEST LOT Ly -
GIFT SHOP Il g SCULPTURE
Highwood v , \ @/
Gate 4. @ pis g
ENT 1
~o :

— ~LLn mAA
Source: Tanglewood

TWD2022 Maon-VT-WEB 8.5x11 07.12.22-01.ing (2550x3300)


https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
https://dgpuo8cwvztoe.cloudfront.net/uploads/Venues/Tanglewood-Campus/Maps/TWD2022_Map-VT-WEB_8.5x11_07.12.22-01.jpg
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Previous Reports/Plans

Lenox Comprehensive Plan, 2021

The plan outlines the Town'’s long-term vision. The plan discusses goals and actions for improving the transportation
system in town. Walkability and improving connections between cultural venues and public parks is mentioned in
the plan. The plan indicates a goal to “continue to promote a transportation system that expands mobility for all and
increases access to employment and leisure opportunities.” Relevant actions discussed in the plan include: sidewalk
extension on Old Stockbridge Road to EIm Court entrance, speed feedback signs, wayfinding system around town,
connect cultural institutions with shared use paths, traffic calming in Lenox Village downtown area, provide
pedestrian lighting, provide sidewalks and bike lanes throughout town, and develop general design guidelines.

Stockbridge Visioning Report, 2016

The Stockbridge Visioning Report creates a vision for Stockbridge in 2036. The report states “ In 2036, people can
move safely and efficiently throughout town by using various modes of transportation, both motorized and non-
motorized. Stockbridge residents and visitors are less automobile-reliant than in decades past with expanded
pedestrian networks, bicycle infrastructure, expanded regional bus services and regional ride-sharing services”

Lenox Complete Streets Prioritization Plan, 2017

The plan recommends improvements for people walking, biking and rolling in Lenox. Relevant projects include: a
roundabout or intersection realignment at Old Stockbridge Road and West Street, installation of a town-wide
wayfinding system, and a sidewalk extension on Old Stockbridge Road from Hawthorne Street to Elm Court.

Stockbridge Complete Streets Prioritization Plan

The plan recommends improvements for people walking, biking and rolling in Lenox. Relevant projects include:
Hawthorne Road shoulder widening from the Stockbridge Bowl to Wheatleigh Drive, and road widening to
accommodate a bike/walk lane on Interlaken Road just south of the town boat ramp on the uphill side of the
roadway.
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Zoning (Lenox
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Zoning (Stockbridge)
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Utilities
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Crashes 2018-2024
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Volumes and Speeds

A permanent traffic counter is located within the project area on Interlaken Road by Hawthorne Road, just to the west of the
Tanglewood driveway. This counter emphasizes the highly seasonal variation in vehicle volumes within the project area, due
to the nature of the area as a summer cultural destination. As shown in the table below, Saturdays and Sundays have the
highest peak hours in the summer while Friday has the highest year round. It also shows that peak hours in the summer
experience up to 6 times as much traffic as the yearly average peak hour.

Top Summer Peak Hours vs. Year Round Peak Hours
Traffic Volume Comparison By Day of the Week

700

606

600 583
518 S05 509
200 452
Summer peak hours 427
. 400
experience up to 6
times as much traffic 300
as the yearly average oo
peak hour. 103 114 110 114 1 112 102
100
0
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
Summer Full Year

Data is from 2023. It shows average peak period traffic for the whole year vs. the top 5 busiest peak
periods in the summer time.



Key Assets
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Existing Roadway Widths
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Measured on Nearmap

Interlaken Road




Hawthorne Road
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Hawthorne Street
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Barriers, Constraints and
Opportunities



West Street

Interlaken
Road

Hawthorne
Road

Hawthorne
Street

Oolud
Stockbridge
Road

No sidewalk west of
Tanglewood Main Gate, no
bike facilities

No pedestrian or bike
facilities — though Kripalu
has existing trail (not ADA
accessible)

No pedestrian or bicycle
facilities (except crosswalks
from Tanglewood parking to
Lion’s gate)

No pedestrian or bicycle
facilities

No sidewalk south of
Hawthorne Street, no
bicycle facilities

Minor constraints include some
grade change, trees and a pole

Moderate constraints include wet
areas, trees, private property,
culverts. Challenging to put
bike/ped amenities directly next
to roadway

Minor constraints include some
required grading, trees, and a drop
off on the south side near White
Pines condos. Scenic Roadway.
Moderate constraints include
poles on the side of the road,
steep grade where a retaining wall
would be required and a culvert
east of Lions Gate entrance.
Scenic Roadway

Major constraints include several
culverts, long drop offs on edge of
road, grade changes, wet areas,
roadway length, trees

Minor constraints include
mailboxes, poles and trees. Hilly
segments. Scenic Roadway

Continue sidewalk to Interlaken road
Shoulder on roadway could be
repurposed to bicycle or pedestrian
facilities. Sufficient ROW

Work with private land owners to
provide path through grassy areas.
Provide trail through Gould Meadows
(public)

Space on roadside for path.
Sufficient ROW. Gould Meadows is
public and could accommodate a
path. ROW is wide. Grassy areas on
side of road. Collaboration with
Tanglewood

Wind a path through the wooded
area on the west side. BNRC owns
land. Institutional land owners

Wide grass area by Elm Court.
Sufficient ROW



Pedestrian and Bicycle Toolbox



Crossing Treatments

Curb Extension, Weston, MA

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon
Stow, MA



Sidewalks and Paths

Sidewalk, Weston, MA

Stone Dust Path, Wellesley, MA



Wayfinding / Trail Branding

Bruce Freeman Trail Signage, Acton, MA

WOW! Trail branding, Laconia, NH



Recommendations



Recommendations

~ ul

3 The recommendations are labeled by project and priority, starting with West Street and
0 01  02Mies Interlaken Road (Route 183), then Hawthorne Road, Hawthorne Street and Old Stockbridge
o g | | | Road. The recommendations create a walking loop and introduce off-road facilities for biking.
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‘ West Street Sidewalk Reconstruction

Reconstruct existing asphalt sidewalk with granite curb
for ~1.5 miles on the south side of the road. Sidewalk
sometimes also is buffered from the road by a grass
strip that will be maintained. Project includes
reconstruction of pedestrian ramps and driveway
entrances.

In the long term, the Town can consider options for
widening the existing sidewalk to shared use path width
for an all ages and abilities bicycling option.

ementary
School




‘ West Street/Interlaken Road Sidewalk Extension

Construct a new asphalt or stone dust sidewalk or side path (5'-8' feet wide) with either
granite curb or a grass buffer for ~ 1,000 ft on the south side of the roadway.
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‘ Gould Meadows Stone Dust Path

Construct a new accessible 10’ stone dust path for
~1,800 feet. Install a crosswalk across Hawthorne
Road connecting the path to the proposed sidewalk
on Interlaken Road to the north (1b).

Proposed stone dust path through Gould Meadows
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Crosswalk to proposed sidewalk (1b)

Gould
Meadows



‘ Interlaken Road Stone Dust Path

Construct a new stone dust path (10" wide) for ~4,600 feet from Gould Meadows to the
Public Boat Launch on Interlaken Road. Install a new crosswalk across Interlaken Road by

the Kripalu driveway. Requires easements from abutting land owners, brush and vegetation
removal, and a bridge over Shadow Brook.
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Shared Use Path and Sidewalk Along Hawthorne

Road - Gould Meadows and Tanglewood

Construct stone dust shared use path (8'-10" wide)

within Gould Meadows following Hawthorne Road T

for ~1,500 feet. Construct 5-6" asphalt sidewalk with \‘\~ "'5/-"%

granite curb (5'-6" wide) along Hawthorne Road o T

from Gould Meadows to Hawthorne Street for \ el \~~
~2,200 feet (concept continued on next page). i [

y ~

Passes through the
meadow — consider
adding more shade
trees and benches

next to the path

. g <
A s T n, »* ' Tanglewood
Gould ' Parking
: Meadows

Provide path in the existing parking area access road.

Requires coordination with Tanglewood
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Continued

& Utility poles as a g stone wall
constraint. Tightest area, @ could be continued
pole is 5’ off the road. ¥ as retaining wall
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‘ Hawthorne Road Sidewalk

Construct asphalt sidewalk (6" wide) with grass
buffer or asphalt berm for ~2,400 feet.
Sidewalk switches sides based on where fewer
constraints exist to construct the sidewalk,
once by Camp Mah-Kee-Nac driveway and
once before White Pines driveway.
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‘ Stone dust path along Hawthorne Street

Construct stone dust path (6" wide) through
wooded area on the north side of Hawthorne

Street between Hawthorne Road and
Tanglewood Drive for ~1,200 feet.

Path travels through the woods in

~ front of a fence along the

* Tanglewood property. Needs

" easement from Tanglewood. May
require some brush or tree removal




‘ Stone dust path along Hawthorne Street

Construct 6’ sidewalk/stone dust path through wooded area on the north side of the roadway
between Tanglewood Drive and Frelinghuysen Driveway for ~1,100 feet. This includes a board

walk in wet areas.
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Walking Connections West of Frelinghuysen

Morris House & Studio

Consider stone dust recovery area on north
side of road to give walking accommodation

for ~4,000 feet west of the Frelinghuysen
House driveway to Old Stockbridge Road.

In addition to the stone dust recovery area,

the towns can consider future options to
provide an additional connection between

Hawthorne Street and West Street through B4i: 7 Gl 4
Proposed gravel recovery area on Hawthorne Street west of
Frelinghuysen Morris House & Studio driveway

institutional and/or private properties.
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Old Stockbridge Road

Sidewalk Reconstruction

Reconstruct existing asphalt sidewalk on Old Stockbridge Road from West Street to Hawthorne

Street on west side of roadway, maintaining existing trees and grass buffer. The project includes

pedestrian ramp upgrades and reconstruction of driveway entrances. Segment is ~1,400 feet
long.

_\_33‘81.5
aNHOHLMYH

13341S 1SIM




‘ Old Stockbridge Road Sidewalk Extension

Construct asphalt sidewalk (6’ wide)
with grass buffer or asphalt berm for
~1.15 miles on the west side of Old
Stockbridge Road from Hawthorne
Street south to Elm Court. Provide new
crosswalk at the Hawthorne Street
intersection connecting the new
sidewalk to the existing sidewalk north
of Hawthorne Street.

S G e ey S
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By Elm Court, place the sidewalk along the stone wall.

Y Elm Court




Consider Branding Options

ARTS IN THE
WOODS

CULTURAL TRAIL

LENOX - STOCKBRIDGE

2




1a

1b

1c

1d

2a

2b

3a

3b

3c

4a

4b

Total

West Street

Interlaken Road/
West Street

Interlaken Road/
Gould Meadows

Interlaken Road

Hawthorne
Road/Gould
Meadows

Hawthorne Road

Hawthorne Street

Hawthorne Street

Hawthorne Street

Old Stockbridge
Road

Old Stockbridge
Road

Draft Implementation Plan

Old Stockbridge Road to
Tanglewood West Lot
Driveway

West Street to Hawthorne
Road

Hawthorne Road through
Gould Meadows

End of Gould Meadows to
Public Boat Launch

Interlaken Road to Hawthorne
Street

Hawthorne Street to White
Pines Driveway

Hawthorne Road to
Tanglewood Drive

Tanglewood Drive to
Frelinghuysen Driveway

Frelinghuysen House
driveway to Old Stockbridge
Road

West Street to Hawthorne
Street

Hawthorne Street south to
Elm Court

Cost estimates are preliminary and not

Reconstruct existing asphalt sidewalk with granite curb. Grass buffers will be
maintained. Project includes reconstruction of pedestrian ramps and driveway
entrances.

Construct a 5' — 8" wide asphalt or stone dust sidewalk with either granite curb
or a grass buffer on the south side of the roadway.

Construct a new accessible stone dust path (10" wide) through Gould Meadows
parallel to Interlaken Road. Install a crosswalk across Hawthorne Road
connecting to proposed Interlaken Road sidewalk (1b).

Construct a new stone dust path (10’ wide) from Gould Meadows to the Public
Boat Launch on Interlaken Road. Install a new crosswalk across Interlaken Road
by the Kripalu driveway.

Construct stone dust shared use path (8'-10" wide) within Gould Meadows
following Hawthorne Road for ~1,500 feet. Construct 5-6' asphalt sidewalk with
granite curb (5'-6" wide) along Hawthorne Road from Gould Meadows to
Hawthorne Street for ~2,200 feet.

Construct asphalt sidewalk (6’ wide) with grass buffer or asphalt berm.

Construct stone dust path (6" wide) through wooded area on the north side of
Hawthorne Street.

Construct 6’ sidewalk/stone dust path through forested area on the north side
of the roadway. This includes a board walk in wet areas.

Consider stone dust recovery area on north side of road to give some space for
walking.

Reconstruct existing asphalt sidewalk, maintaining existing trees and grass
buffer. The project includes pedestrian ramp upgrades and reconstruction of
driveway entrances.

Construct asphalt sidewalk (6 wide) with grass buffer or asphalt berm on the
west side. Provide new crosswalks at the Hawthorne Street intersection
connecting the new sidewalk to the existing sidewalk north of Hawthorne
Street.

~1.5 miles

~1,000 feet

~1,800 feet

~4,600 feet

~3,700 feet

~2,400 feet

~1,200 feet

~1,100 feet

~4,000 feet

~1,400 feet

~1.15 miles

~6.7 miles

based on engineering design. They do
not include cost of any easements,
property acquisition or design.

$1,414,900

$295,800

$285,300

$373,100

$966,700

$459,700

$145,200

$525,100

$306,400

$247,200

$1,071,900

$6,091,300
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